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Preparation Outline: A Few Things to Consider when Finding an Apartment

Topic: Apartment Concerns

General Purpose: Informing SU students with new information

Specific Purpose: Presenting SU students with some ideas to consider when purchasing an apartment around the Syracuse campus

Introduction: 

I. Attention getter: Is anyone familiar with the process of finding an apartment? Did anyone find it to be a difficult task? If you are looking is anyone intimidated by the process?
II. Thesis: Today I am going to give you a few ideas of things to consider when in     search of a new apartment
III. Preview: My main topics will be choosing roommates, making agreements with your roommates, and questions you might want to ask your landlord
Body:
I.

1   .Most people probably want to room with their best friends, However you need to be careful that you don’t end up spending too much time together and end up getting sick of each other.  
2.   When choosing a roommate you should find out if you have a similar lifestyle such as schedules and neatness

3.   You and your roommates need to think about things that you would want in the apartment as well as things you could live without.

II. 

1. Cars: As you get older your classes get more core-oriented so most of your classes could be held in your home college. Something like this could be a factor in where you choose the location for your house. When you have a house most of the time you are able to bring up your car. Parking is a big consideration because you should find out if you will have on or off street parking.
2. Inside the House: If your house is coming furnished you need to take a close look at what is already in the house. (durability/cleanliness) maybe they will get new furniture (find out). If it’s unfurnished that could get expensive, as a group you will need to figure out who will bring what as well as how will you get it to campus. Is there laundry? Where is it? If not, where can you go? SU houses tend to never have rooms that are equal in size. Speak specifically about this, be open, maybe one of you goes home/visits friends a lot and won’t want the big room, maybe one doesn’t care at all, maybe one has a lot of stuff and could use the bigger one.

3. Price definitely varies; the closer you are the more expensive the rent could be. The bigger the house the more expensive and it unfurnished or utilities aren’t included the price could also go up. There are also other bills you might have to pay for such as electric, gas, water, internet, cable… look for packages see if you can find a good deal to save some money. 

III.

1. Inside: winters get pretty cold here see if there are storm windows, maybe you have a pet see if they’re allowed I know where I’m living dogs aren’t permitted. Are you not a fan of white walls? See if you can paint them. Who can you call about maintenance problems? Is it the landlord or do they have companies they are associated with that you can call. If you do have a problem how long are estimated repairs and do they cost anything extra?
2. Others: what happens if you have a late payment? Is there a warning? What kind of penalties will you be facing? It is possible you or a roommate would go abroad, is there any kind of policy you need to follow when needing to sublet?
Conclusion:

I. Summary: Remember to take caution when choosing a roommate, forming agreements and speaking with your landlord.

II. Closure: I hope you have found these tips to be helpful. For those of you who have not yet found an apartment I hope some of these helpful hints will help guide you in your search. Happy hunting! 
