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High Tech Bullies
	In recent years, bullying has become the focus of a great deal of attention in the United States. While some children have been the victims of bullies in school, others find themselves being taunted on the playground or in their neighborhoods. Cyber-bullies, or those who use technology to threaten others, have become an increasing problem in America today.  
	Bullying has become a major issue in the United States. Since e-mail, instant messaging, websites, and text-messaging have become so readily available today, bullies are deliberately using them as vehicles to harm or threaten others. This is easy because identities can be hidden behind computer screens. Experts have agreed that recently cyber-bullying incidents have increased. It is estimated that girls are bullied twice as often as boys and approximately one-third of children interviewed in the last two years have reported that they have been victimized.
	What can be done?  Today many states across the USA are passing laws to ban cyber-bullying. However, there are some ways that kids can protect themselves. First, don’t give out any personal information on the net, so that bullies can’t find you. Also, don’t look for trouble by hurting others. You should also keep away from sites that appear harmful or uncomfortable for you. Most importantly, if you do become a victim, get help from an  adult first, and don’t seek revenge.
	Cyber-bullying is a problem that probably isn’t going to disappear very quickly. If we follow some practical advice, we should be able to protect ourselves. Remember to be careful and let others know that bullying is wrong, no matter where it occurs.
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High Tech Bullies
Directions:  Combine each of the following groups of sentences.

1.  Cyber-bullies use technology.
     Cyber-bullies threaten others.
     Cyber-bullies have become an increasing problem.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________


2.  Email is readily available today.
     Text messaging and instant messaging are also available.
     Bullies deliberately use these vehicles to threaten others.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________


3.  Girls are bullied twice as often as boys.
One third of children interviewed have reported that they have     been victimized.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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Directions:  Expand the following sentences.

1.  It can stop.

What?.........................................................................................

When?.........................................................................................

How?............................................................................................

Expanded sentence:________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


2.  Hide it.

What?.........................................................................................

Where?.........................................................................................

Why?.............................................................................................

Expanded sentence:  _______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


3.  Seek help.

Who?..............................................................................................

When?............................................................................................

How?.............................................................................................

Expanded sentence:________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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